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CHAELES C. JOHNSTON TO JOHN B. FLOYD. 

Contributed by Hon. E. M. Hughes. 1 

Washington Dec 16th, 1831 
My Dear Sir 

Your letter of the 22nd ult has just this morning come to my 
hands. I should before this have informed you of the progress of 
your Pattonsburg suit; but really no progress has yet been made 
in it. After leaving Eichmond I stayed in Lynchburg some days 
in the hope of having the cause taken up, argued and disposed of ; 
indeed I supposed I had made an arrangement which would ensure 
an immediate trial, for Mr. Anthony as counsel for the defendts 
appointed a day certain for the trial of the case. When however 
the day came on which I waited nearly a week, Mr. Anthony dis- 
covered that he was not counsel in the case and not authorized to 
take it up. This threw me all aback; for as the defendts had no 
counsel in Court, the Judge could not and would not agree to 
take up the cause before its regular turn on the Docket. It was 
impossible that I should wait for that turn and I therefore con- 
certed with Mr. Baxter the proper measures for the disposal of 
the cause. On looking over the papers I found that Mr. Baxter 
had prepared an excellent argument in writing wihch he had 
filed. I thought it perfectly safe to submit the cause to the Judge 
with this argument after some additions had been made to it by 
Mr. Baxter on my suggestion. Mr. Johnson had once obtain'd 
a decree but Sheffey succeeded in setting it aside and placing the 



iCharles C. Johnston was the son of Judge Peter Johnston and 
Mary Wood, daughter of Lucy Henry, a sister of Patrick Henry. He 
was elected a member of the twenty-second Congress, and served from 
Dec. 5, 1831, to June 17, 1832, on which date he was accidentally 
drowned in the Potomac River. He married Eliza M. Preston, daugh- 
ter of John Preston. The letter is to John B. Floyd, then only 24 
years old, afterwards governor of Virginia. His wife was Sally B. 
Preston, daughter of Francis Preston, and first cousin to Mrs. Charles 
C. Johnston. 
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case on its original attitude: I was clear however that the pits, 
must succeed on the hearing. The only question of much diffi- 
culty is the amount of relief to which the pits are entitled. 

I saw Mr. Baxter on my way here and ascertained from him 
that the Judge had taken the papers and had decided on giving a 
decree; feeling some difficulty however as to the precise measure 
of relief the Judge had retained the papers and would enter a 
decree during the winter. 

We are certain of procuring relief as far as the property now 
in the hands of Boyd's heirs will go and our decree will be im- 
mediately enforced as to them; if the Judge gives us a decree 
against the purchasers of the Pattonsburg lots (which I think he 
can hardly refuse) then so far as those purchasers are concerned, 
delay must happen, for they have never yet been made parties in 
this case, and they must be made parties before any thing can be 
forced from them. 

Since the date of your letter, the aspect of affairs has no 
doubt changed much in Richmond, and if you can spare time from 
your dalliance with your charming law books — and your charm- 
ing wife — I should be glad to know the exact attitude as it re- 
gards, to use your fathers phrase, "our federal relations", at 
Richmond. 

I am too fresh in this latitude to have rectified myself precisely 
to my position ; and my speculations must be received as from one 
who as yet but sees through a glass darkly. I can see enough 
however of what is going on here to feel the utmost anxiety for 
what must very shortly happen. In order to explain I must go 
back a little and begin with the beginning. 

Every one who has looked at public affairs understandingly 
perceived before the meeting of Congress, that this session of that 
body, would form a crisis in which the political destiny of this 
Government would be determined, either for evil, or for good, for 
years to come. You and I and all the men of the South who are 
not "Bastards" have either denounced the opinions of the Presi- 
dent and his Cabinet on the all absorbing question of the Tariff 
as you and most of your friends have done; or doubted as I and 
mine have done. The present state of things is by no means cal- 
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culated to remove my doubts whilst there is certainly nothing as 
yet justifying a denunciation of the President. His message is a 
clear, able state paper, was well received, and added much to the 
hopes of our party. That part of it which related to the Tariff 
seems to be (although a little too oracular) favorable to our side 
of the question. We were still more encouraged by the palpable 
shape in which the Tariff and the American system is presented to 
the community by the present state of our Treasury. The fact 
that our debt is paid, for the duties which have accrued during the 
present year added to the Government Bank Stock are sufficient 
to pay it; will at once be understood by the people. This is a 
clearing of the mystery, in the fog of which one half of the people 
who have blindly assented to the American System, have been lost ; 
and will conduce much to put an end to the System itself. 

The people have already profited by the lights that the fre- 
quent discussion of the System has of late struck out ; public senti- 
ment is already beginning to act. As an evidence of this asser- 
tion it is admitted that there are many more opponents in Con- 
gress to the System from the Northern States than there were 
during the last Congress. 

We took what may in some sort be called a test vote the other 
day on Mercer's resolution to appoint a standing committee of 
Internal Improvements: it was made a test question by Mercer 
himself who challenged a test vote upon it and the vote of 96 for 
to 90 against has been most alarming to System men. The vote 
will change in some degree on the tariff and many think the 
change will be in our favor as there are several Internal Improve- 
ment men who are decidedly anti-tariff. All this might seem en- 
couraging enough but it is not to be trusted. 

The Treasury Keport or as it is more properly called the 
Treasury Message has well nigh thrown us all aback. It is the 
most federal message which has been issued since the days of 
the Elder Adams, far exceeding even Hamilton himself. It 
recommended amongst the crude speculations with which the 
Secretary has "started from his sphere" the rechartering the Bank 
of the United States and a compromise of the American System 
and what a compromise! It recommends reducing the duties on 
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all those articles of luxury which are of general consumption in 
the States and throwing the ivhole burden of taxation on the fav- 
ored articles of protection : thus throwing the whole weight of 
taxation on the South. This is taken up at once by the System 
mongers and called a compromise and they seem to hope that the 
name will go down with us. The opinions of the President and 
his party proper (I mean those who are Jackson men, and who go 
for the man the whole man, and nothing but the man) are yet 
in doubt. It is known here that the President is still opposed to 
rechartering the U. S. Bank; but yet, although he turned out his 
last Cabinet because it was not an unit he has suffered his new 
secretary of the Treasury to press strongly for the rechartering and 
assume the constitutionality of this measure. The doubt then 
is whether the President does not even assent to the modification 
of the duties proposed by the Secretary: he has in conversation 
said, for I heard him say so that "this matter must be com- 
promised" and the doubt is whether he did not mean I will not 
say the delusive compromise but I will say the most nefarious 
trick of the Secretary. I still hope much from the honesty of the 
President: I hope much too from the circumstance that Clay is 
in the Senate with new hopes; elate and courageous as he is from 
his recent nomination he will set up his flag for the System and 
he and Webster will press in favor of McLean's proposition. The 
force of these circumstances will do much for us in compelling the 
Jackson men on some point of difference with the Clay party and 
may in the end go far in pressing the old Genl. into his proper place 
into the arms of the South. If things should go wrong there is 
but one remedy and that is to be had in the early and prompt ac- 
tion of the States particularly of Virginia while the matter is 
pending and undecided here. The Tariff party have not the least 
idea of disunion the partnership is too profitable to them to break 
it up ; they know too that they are in the wrong in this matter 
but they believe that the South has not clearly found it out or 
that they can by dexterity or by trickery yet gain instead of giving 
up. As soon as they perceive that the South is determined now 
that the debt is paid no longer to submit to the system they will 
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give it up, making the best terms they can, exacting from us just 
precisely as much as we will yield. 

The three Southern messages from Georgia, Virginia and 
Carolina have already had much effect here on these questions. 
I for one thank your father most heartily for his for I am well 
nigh satisfied that the Southern Beprs. without their state Gov- 
ernments will be beaten and that with them we might gain the 
victory. The question here will be battled long; as soon as the 
result seems probably against us or doubtful the States and particu- 
larly Virginia should act promptly and forcibly; telling this Gov- 
ernment in distinct terms what may be expected from a con- 
tinuance of the System. Virginia should have her gun loaded 
with powder (so that if necessary the ball may be run down in 
a moment) and a match lighted so that she may fire in an instant. 
To speak more distinctly the party in the Legislature who are 
willing to run the risk of sacrificing themselves to save the coun- 
try ought to have measures ready so that they may interpose at a 
moment and throw the weight of our State Government into our 
scale. If this is properly done the Country is safe. The inter- 
position of Virginia at such a crisis with all her strength would 
weigh with vastly accumulated power from her apparent acquies- 
cence for the last four years and her patience under her grievances. 

I have written this very hastily without the slightest attention 
to the words I have put down — I believe there is much truth in 
the thoughts. I have them hastily thrown together. 

If you choose you may show it to your father at a leisure mo- 
ment. He will look only at the thoughts and not the words; if he 
thinks they are worth any thing he may make some use of them 
if not they will be rejected — my letter is too hastily written to 
show it to any one else. 

The committee of manufacture (Adams Chairman) met the 
other day and according to John S. Barbour one of its members 
determined by a vote of 6 to one not to adopt McLean's recom- 
mendation but to report a reduction of the duties on every thing 
alike — I dont believe it to be true. 
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It is now past midnight so I will end this scrawl with most 
affectionate salutations to you all. 

Yr friend and relation 

Charles C. Johnston 

I have heard nothing from Wats since I left Richmond. 

Frm 

Chs. C. Johnston 

John B. Floyd, Esq 
Eichmond, Va. 
Mail 



